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Anyone who is not of Māori descent is enrolled to vote in a general electoral district. 

For the purposes of registering as an elector, Māori means a person of the Māori race of New 

Zealand and includes any descendant of such a person (see section 3 of the Act). This includes 

Chatham Island Māori, but not Cook Island Māori.  

The rules in the Act do not allow a person to self-identify as Māori for the purposes of enrolling to 

vote. 

Section 83(4) of the Act provides that if a person does not say whether or not they are of Māori 

descent in their application to register as an elector, the Act applies as if the person had specified 

that they are not of Māori descent. 

Parliament is responsible for deciding the rules that apply for enrolling and voting in the Act, 

including the information that is collected when a person enrols to vote, as explained above.  

You may wish to contact the policy agency responsible for the administration of the Act (the Ministry 

of Justice), to enquire if there was any consideration given to a person’s choice to disclose whether 

they are of Māori descent or not, or to be considered to be a New Zealander and not have to 

disclose their Māori ethnicity, as part of the policy that underpins the legislative requirements. 

In the interests of transparency, we release responses to Official Information Act requests every 

three months. We will publish this response with your personal details redacted. 

You have the right under section 28(3) of the Act to make a complaint to the Ombudsman if you are 

not satisfied with the response to your request. Information about how to do this is available at 

www.ombudsman.parliament.nz or by phoning 0800 802 602.  

 

Yours sincerely 
 

 
Ross McPherson 
Director 
Enrolment 
 




